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at VYSTREL (the Superior Infentry Scheel)| | where the
staff worked on such problems as the best methed ef utilizing army weapons 25X1
and the instructors were experts in the use of weapons by verious combat
unites and learned the advantages und disadventages of various wespons, the 25X
staff neither designed nor produced the wesapons.

In regard to the \ |nature of various military refresher courses 25X1
in the Soviet Army, each arm end service had its own refresher ceurse. There
were two types of militery refresher courses. Courses included in the first
type were referred to as "Povterniye Kursi" er "Kursi Usovershenstvovamiye".
Such initial refresher courses would be sttended by en efficer who, =fter
having graduated from n military scheel {uchilishe), did not attend s military
academy for a period ef four or five years after his graduetion from ths
efficers school, The officer would then have to go to & refresher course

of the first type for a peried of frem four te six months, These courses
taught new weapons and their tactical uss. After ancther four or five

years, if the officer still had not been chesen to ettend a military scademy,
he would then attend the secend type of military refresher course referred
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te as “Akademichiskiys Rursi® for nine menths. These oourses alse cevered
new wespons but in greater techniosl detail and alse inoluded theery.

These gourses also emphasized te e greater extent the tactiocal use of
troeps snd sequaintance with the tactics of other basic arms. The second
type of refrosher course was designed to prepare an officer to command self-~
sustaining or independent units, 1 & an infantry regiment or an independent
unit of some other type.

There were no separate military refreshsr courses given for speoific weapens
such es sutomatic wespons, artillery, recikets and migsiles, Artillery
refresher courses would include instruotion en antitank artillery, fer
example (howsver, antiaircrafd irtillery was teught separately and the
courses were given in the Crimea). Automatic weapons were included in the
jnfantry refresher courses as well as the use of mortars. As of early 1941
there were no rockots or migsiles in the Soviet Army; there were only rifle
grensdes, Tschnical experts would not be assigned as lnstructers te refresgher
courses becsuse only the aversge army offlcer attended the military refresher
course. The better officers were sent as students te the various military
academies.

Because of the secrecy invelved in the matter of ressarch and develspment
of new militery weapons in the USSR, ne specialists on such subjects as
artillery, autematic weapons, rockets, and other types of weapens lectured
at the Frunze Military Academy. Once new weapons became generally known

in Army circles, lectures en the wespons were normally given by the rogular
instructors at the academy. Such extrems secrecy developed only after 1930.
Up to the German invasjon of the USSR in June 1941, there were about ten
wespons which were kept secret even froem the Army iteself. They were knewn
neturally te the particular technical committes of the Ammy General Staff
which had develeped the weapen. The Tecknical Committee {Technichiski
EKemitet) in 1941 was under Marshal Eulik. He was in charge of supply and
squipment foxr the Seviet Army and had formerly been chief of artillery. He
eperated under the Army Chief of Staff, The overall Technical Committes, 25X1
a8 indicated sarlier| was broken up inte varieus
technicsl committess, ons fer artillery, ome for the engineers, stc. The
existence of ths secret weapons was not noven divulged to the tactical
dngtructors at the Frupze Military Academy. The secret weapens weres {e)
the Katiushn « a rocket lsuncher which was used after the Germsn invasien
but did not preve very effecuive, (b) eutomatic rifle firing 30 rounds

from one clip - it was used in the Soviet Army but was not distributed
systematically, () FPSh (the Shoshin machine plstol - pistolet pulemot
Shoshins) was distributed ss sn auxilary weapon to machine gumners, artillery
personnel, and sergeants, (d) and {e) two types of antitenk rifles - both
were put into service, (f) new typess of aviation bombs (fragmentation, eto),
(g) the T=34 tank had been issusd sesretly in limited quamtity to Soviet
military schools in the winter of 1840-4.; the troops were not yet taught
how to use the new tank; the basic tanks at that time were the T-26 amd the
BT tenk {for use of cavalry and reconamisance urits), (h) the KV tenk (Xlim
Voroshilov) sppeared at once after the German invesiocn; 1t was a 74 ten tank
snd only about between 20 and 40 of them wers manufsctured until produstion
was halted hecause they were too heavy.

There were "restricted" sourses in the Frunze Military Academy. The most
importent, of ccurse, was the instruction given at the Spetsshkola (the

Soviet military espionage school) which until April two

top floors of the Frunse Militery Academy in Moscow In 25X1
April 1941 the Spetsehkols wes moved to the Phill suburb of Moscow, Another
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type of "restricted" course given at Frunze was the one which was presented
during the period July-August 1940, Most of the sommanding generals of
infentry and tenk divisions in the Soviet Army tock & spécisl course at 25X1
Frunze at thet time. The progrem was authorized by the Soviet Army Chief

of Steff and had been prepared by 20 vr %0 Frunze instructors. The course

was taught by some of the Frunze imstructorss |
The course was open to commsnding gensrais of divislons and it tock up such
problems as antitank ‘efense and lesscns learned from the first Russo-
Finuish war. In addition, there ware at times courses of a similar mature
given at Frunze for chiefs of suaff of curps and divislons.

In 2ddition to the mbove special courses at Frunze, each Soviet military
distriot held snnusl meetings for the commanding generals of corps and
divisions in their areas. At a lauter date, the chiefs of staff of the

ocorps and divisions were alsoc given lectures, by either the chief of stmff

of the military district or a representative of the Soviet Army General Staff.
The subject mabter deslt primerily with new military dootrines. After the
lectures, command post sxercises (CPX) were conducted.

& speclal military schoul wes set up as an affiliate of the Frunze Military
Acedemy after the Soviet cocupation of Poland in 1939, The occupation had
been inefficient snd disorderliy and it bocame cbvious there was & need for
additionsl steff officers. Therefore, the VShShS (Vishiys Shkola Shtabnoi
Sluzhbi = Supericr School of Staff Dutiss) was fourded end utilized training
meterials from Frunze and received other help. It wes designed to train

2500 officers in staff duties during a two year peried. There were 200
ingtructors on tactical subjects and sbout 100 on mobilization, political
instruction, etc. It was s secret courss snd partioularly in regard %o the
fact that 500 of the student cfficers were trained as mobilization specialista.
4ll the students were trained in staff duties amd in tectiocs from the battalion
through the divisional level. The duration of ths course was shortensd to

ones year. Lt was & very long day for eaczh student officer:; nine hours per
day of class and field work and four hours of study. In order to find
sufficient instructors to teach at this new scheol, various ex-officers were
relessed from prison {these had been incarcerated for politicsl reasons) snd
some reserve cfiTicars were called up. It should be indicated that at thet
time any reserve cfficer in the Scviet army was an inferior officer as the
good officers had to remsin om sontinucus astive duty. The VShShS which had
been located in the Moscow Suburb of Phili was olosed in April 1941 as the
USSR was resdying iiself for war and felt that it hsd more or less enaugh
gradustes from this school, The premise; of this schocl st Phili was taken
over by the Spetsshkols. 25X1
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